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WEEK 2: HONDURAS

CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION
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All of creation is a gift from God, and our 
actions can help or hurt this gift. We show 
respect and love for God by taking care of 
his creation—the plants, animals and each 
other.

STORY OF HOPE
Rony is a farmer who lives with his wife 
Reina and two children about two hours 
from Tegucigalpa, the capital of Honduras. 
His son Emilson, age 14, dreams of becoming 
a professional soccer player. Determined 
to support Emilson’s dream, Rony enrolled 
him in a soccer academy in Tegucigalpa, 
despite the expenses involved, and looked 
for ways to increase his income. 

Rony participated in a Catholic Relief Services 
project to learn new farming techniques 
and how to care for the land and natural 
resources. CRS also helped him repair an 
old reservoir and install a low-cost irrigation 
system with pipes and hoses that uses very 
little water to grow his crops. Now he can 
harvest his crops even if it doesn't rain. 

Today, Rony can feed his family, pay the 
soccer academy’s fees and help people in 
his community. He’s even become an active 
advocate for caring for the environment. 
“That’s the best way to guarantee the lives 
of our families and the animals,” he says.

FACTS TO CONSIDER:
 � Honduras, a country slightly larger than 
Tennessee, has one of the highest levels 
of economic inequality in Latin America. 
CRS has worked in Honduras for more 
than 60 years and is helping communities 
become safer and increase their access to 
income and education.

 � Honduras shares a border with 
Guatemala, El Salvador and Nicaragua. It 
has coasts on the Pacific and Atlantic 
oceans. Among the country’s main 
exported agricultural products are 
bananas, coffee beans and sugarcane. 
CRS has been providing humanitarian 
assistance in Guatemala since 1963, 
supporting food security, nutrition, health, 

agriculture, education, disaster risk 
reduction and emergency response 
programs.

 � In 2020, Honduras was hit by hurricanes 
Eta and Iota. Thousands of people lost 
their homes, and crops were damaged or 
destroyed. When the country faces a 
natural disaster, the magnitude of its 
impact is greater because of climate 
change, erosion of the land and other 
factors.

For downloadable photos, visit 
crsricebowl.org/photos and 
watch the video from week 2 at 
crsricebowl.org/stories.

https://www.crsricebowl.org/
http://crsricebowl.org/photos
http://crsricebowl.org/stories
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WEEK 2

CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION

45 MINUTES

OBJECTIVE
Through the story of Rony in Honduras, students 
will explore the Catholic social teaching principle 
of Care for God’s Creation and how they can 
help take care of our planet and global family.

MATERIALS
 � Week 2 story and video—available at 
crsricebowl.org/stories.

 � Week 2 Activity Sheet: Grades 4-6.

DISCUSSION (15 MINUTES)
1. Read the story from week 2. Use the 

video to supplement the story.

2. Reflect:

 � What would it be like to live in a place 
where the weather has such a big impact on 
your family’s survival?

 � Invite a volunteer to read the following 
words from Pope Francis: “Once I was in the 
countryside and I heard a saying from a 
simple person who had a great love for 
flowers and took care of them. He said to 
me, ‘We must take care of the beautiful 
things that God has given us! Creation is 
ours so that we can receive good things 
from it; not exploit it, to protect it. God 
forgives always, we forgive sometimes, but 
creation never forgives.’”

 � Ask students what it means that "God 
forgives always, we forgive sometimes, but 
creation never forgives."

ACTIVITY (25 MINUTES)
1. Explain the Catholic social teaching principle 

of Care for God’s Creation. God created 
every plant, every mountaintop and valley, 
every animal and person—everything and 
everyone. And God said they are good. 
Our planet and global family are gifts 
from God, and so we must take care of 
them—for ourselves and for all people. 

2. Have students complete the Week 
2 Activity Sheet: Grades 4-6.

3. If time permits, ask students to share one way 

they can care for our planet and global family.

CLOSING PRAYER (5 MINUTES)
An edited excerpt from Pope Francis’ 
apostolic exhortation Querida Amazonia: 

Blessed Mary, Mother of life,

In your maternal womb Jesus took flesh, the 
Lord of all that exists. Risen, he transfigured 
you by his light and made you the Queen of 
all creation. Show yourself the Mother of all 
creatures, in the beauty of the flowers, the 
rivers and all the life pulsing in its forests. 

Ask Jesus to pour out all his love on all of 
us so that we may know how to appreciate 
and care for it. Touch our hearts, for, even 
though we sense that the hour is late, 
you call us to save what is still alive.

Amen

AT HOME 
1. Share your activity sheet with your family. 

2. As a family, read and discuss the 
daily reflection in your CRS Rice 
Bowl Lenten Calendar.

10
MINUTES

IF YOU ONLY HAVE
1. Read the story from  

week 2. Use the video  
to supplement the story. 

2. Lead Discussion step 2.

GRADES 4-6

https://www.crsricebowl.org/
http://crsricebowl.org/stories
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WEEK 2
CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION

Name:

There are 14 words hidden in the box. Can you find them all? 

Activity Sheet: Grades 4–6

Word Bank

AIR

LEAF

ROOT

SOIL

TREE

WATER

RIVER

OCEAN

ANIMAL

FLOWER

OXYGEN

FOREST

MOUNTAIN

WATERFALL

Bonus: Unscramble the letters to 
spell the word that means when soil, 
rock or sediments are worn away by 
water, wind or ice.

ISENOOR  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  

Write five sentences on actions that damage our planet. Then write an example of what can be done to change that.

Page 1 of 2

air animal flower forest leaf mountainocean oxygen

river root soil tree water
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The words below are hidden in the word square. Your task is to find these words in 
the square as quickly as possible. They may be read in any direction, right, left, up, 
down or in any diagonal direction.  Put a tick against each word as you find it.

Title Here

Actions that damage our planet Something that can be done about it

https://www.crsricebowl.org/
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